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Dav id  Lo f  ,  M in ing  F ie ld  Spec ia I i sJT>
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Compl iance  w i th  Permanent  Per fo rmance  S tandards

UMC 77L  e t  a l  Permi ts

The  opera to r  i s  cu r ren t l y  conduc t ing  m in ing  ac t i v i t i es  under  an
in te r im permi t  wh ich  was  i ssued  by  the  D iv i s ion  on  March  2O,  1985-
The  fo l low ing  approva l  l e t te rs  we ie  rev iewed in  the  opera to r ts  m ine
o f  f  i ce :

I  F i na l  app rova l  o f  t he  ope ra to r r  s  sca lehouse  mod i f i ca t i on ,
da ted  Oc tobe r  L2 ,  1985 .

Approva l  f rom the  D iv is ion  fo r  the  recons t ruc t ion  o f  Sed iment
Pond  A ,  da ted  December  5 ,  1984 .

Approva l  f rom the  D iv is ion  fo r  p lans  to  recons t ruc t ion
Sed iment  Pond  B ,  da ted  Ju ly  29 ,  1985 .  Th is  le t te r  was
fo l lowed up  by  ;  Ju ly  i I ,  i g85  le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  wh ich
se t  a  cons t ru t t i on  d6ad l ine  o f  Sep tember  3A,  L985  fo r  the
pond .

UMC 8_17 .  11  S igns  and  Marke rs

A  m j . ne  i den t i f  i ca t i on  s i gn  was  pos ted  as  requ i red .

The  ope ra to r  has  recen t l y  i ns ta l l ed  new  bu f f e r  zone  s i gns .
wh i ch  I  v i ewed  we re  p rope r l y  pos ted .

UMC 817 ,21 , - . 2 f  Topso i l

The s igns

The opera to r r  s  topso i l  s tockp i le  i s  loca ted  eas t  o f  the  opera to r  t  s
sca lehouse  fac i l i t i es  and  l s  p ro tec ted  by  a  berm and  d i t ch .

UMC 8 l -7 .41- .51  Hydro log ic  Ba lance

Mine  Water  D ischarge ,  NoV N85-4-1 r -1

Th is  v io la t ion  was  i ssued  on  Apr i l  23 ,  L985  fo r  the  opera to r rs
d ischarg i .ng  o f  m ine  wate r  to  the  sed iment  pond  w i thou t  approva l '  The
opera to i  w is  requ i red  to  s top  d ischarg ing  wate r  f rom the  mine
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immed ia te l y  and  t o  subm i t  comp le te
pe rm i t t i ng  o f  m ine  wa te r  d i scha rge

p lans  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  the
to  the  su r face  by  June  I  r  1985 .

The  opera to r  submi t ted  p lans  on  June  18 ,  1985  as  par t  and  parce l  o f
the i r  m ine  p1an .  The  p roposed  p lan  was  cond i t i ona l f y  approved  by
the  D iv is ion  in  a  le t te r  da ted  Ju ly  8 ,  1985 .

Upper  S to rage  Pad

Somet ime a round  Ju ly  23 ,  1985  a  ve ry  la rge  thunders to rm occuxred  a t
the  m ine  s i te .  The  in tens i t y  o f  the  s to rm was  ev iden t  f rom the
amount  o f  wa te r ,  so i l  mate r la l ,  rocks  and ,  fee t  +  bou lders  wh ich
came ou t  o f  the  sma lL  (15  ac re ) ,  s teep ,  d ry  wash  above  the  uppex
s to rage  pad .  Measuxements  taken  o f  the  h igh  wate r  mark  in  the
channe l  ind ica ted  f low dep th  o f  9  fee t  and  w id th  o f  15  fee t .  The
mater ia l s  washed  down on to  the  pad  to ta l l y  covered  and  f i l l ed  in  the
und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion  and  cu lve r t .  The  amount  o f  mate r ia l  depos i ted
was approx imate ly  100 cub ic  yards  and many o f  the  bou lders  were
gxeater  than 2- f  fee t  in  d iameter .

The und is tu rbed d ivers ion  wh ich  conveys  runof f  f rom the  dry  wash
above the  fan  and above the  water  s to rage pad was washed ou t  by
runo f f  f rom bo th  washes .  The  opera to r  recons t ruc ted  the  en t i re
d ive rs ion  d i t ch  bypass ing  the  und is tu rbed  runo f f  bypass  cu lve r t
under  the  pad  because  i t r s  in le t  i s  now under  severa f  fee t  o f  so i l
mater ia l ,  and temporar i l y  ou t le t  the  d ivers lon  on to  the  f i lL  s lope
o f  the  s to rage  pad .

The  runo f f  f rom the  d raw above  the  s to rage  pad  ran  acxoss  the  pad
and down the  access  road toward  the  fan  ryhere  i t  combined w i th  the
runo f f  f rom the  d raw above  the  fan .  The  combined  runo f f  b reachec l
the  berm on  the  ou ts ide  edge  o f  the  access  road  ac ross  f rom the  fan
and  v {en t  down the  f i l l  s lope  toward  the  c rusher  pad .  The  gu l l y
fo rmed by  the  runo f f  was  es t imated  a t  20  fee t  w ide  and  10  fee t  deep
a t  i t s  Larges t  po in t ,  and  ex tended  down the  s lope  to  the  c rushex  pac l  .

Por ta l  Pad

The thunders to rm d id  no t  cause  any  apparen t  damage to  the  por ta l
pad .  Dur ing  a  te lephone  conversa t ion  w l th  Mr .  Coonrod  o f  Co-Op on
the  even ing  o f  Augus t  22 ,  L985 ,  I  asked  h im to  have  the  in le t  o f  the
und is tu rbed  cu lve r t  on  the  por ta l  pad  ma in ta ined .

The  opexa to r  has  cons t ruc ted  a  sma l l  (10  fee t  X  20  fee t ) ,  sha l low
ca tch  bas in  jus t  ou ts ide  the  in take  por ta l  to  con ta in  a  sma1 l  amount
o f  m ine  wate r  ( less  than  I  gpm)  coming  f rom the  por ta l .  A t  one  end
of  the  ca tch  bas in  there  was a  4  inch  meta l  p ipe  } rh ich  water  t |as
d ischarg ing  th rough  a t  a  t r i ck le .  Th is  4  inch  p ipe  runs  under  the
por ta l  pad  and  ou t le ts  be tween the  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  cuLver t
donnspout  anc l  the  2  inch  mine  water  d ischarge p ipe  wh ich  NOV
N85-4-11-1  was  i ssued  on .
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Accord ing  to  Mr .  Coonrod  the  mine
shor t  d i s tance  ins ide  the  m ine .
was  cons t ruc ted  the  wate r  used  to
c rea t ing  a  mud ho le .

Crusher  Pad

wate r  i s  f rom some dr ippers  jus t  a
In  add i t i on ,  be fo re  the  ca tch  bas in

co l lec t  a t  the  m ine  en t rance

The d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  cuLver t  f rom the  c rusher  pad  down to  the
coa l  s tockp i le  pad  had  been  comple te fy  b lown ou t  by  the  thunders to rm.
The  opera to r  had  b rough t  in  f i l l  and  ra ised  the  pad  a rea  where  the
cu lve r t  had  been  in  o rder  to  d i rec t  runo f f  down the  access  road .
Accord lng  to  Mr .  Coonrod ,  th i s  i s  a  temporaxy  measure  to  con t ro l
runo f f  un t i l  a  moxe  permanent  so lu t ion  i s  der i ved .

Sed iment  Pond  A

The opera to r  was  in  the  p rocess  o f  c lean lng  ou t  the  pond  and
recons t ruc t ing  the  embankments .  The c lean ing  o f  the  pond had been
compl .e ted  a t  the  t ime o f  my inspec t ion .  Mr  Owen sa id  tha t  Dan Guy
of  B lackhawk Eng ineer ing  w i l l  be  conduct ing  compact ion  tes t  and
surveys  o f  the  pond  dur ing  the  recons t ruc t ion  phase ,  and
cer t i f i ca t ion  o f  the  pond  upon  comple t ion .

Mr .  Owen was  asked  to  ma in ta in  the  berm on  the  ou ts ide  edge  o f  the
sed iment  pond d ivers ion  in  the  area  ad jacent  to  the  fue f  tanks  px io r
to  my  nex t  inspec t ion .

Sed iment  Pond B

The  ope ra to r  had  no t  s t a r t ed  recons t ruc t i ng  t h i s  pond  ye t  because
they  needed  t o  move  t he i r  bu r i ed  t e l ephone  cab le  f i r s t .  The
thunde rs to rm ,  had  no t  caused  any  damage  t o  t he  pond rs  ou t s i de
embankmen t  wh i ch  i s  immed ia te l y  ad j  acen t  t o  Bea r  C reek ,  bu t  i t  had
scou red  t he  s t r eam channe l  i t se l f  .

Sed imen t  Pond  I nspec  t i ons

I  r ev i ewed  t he  ope ra to r s  i nspec t i on  1og  and  f ound  i t  up  t o  da te
th rough  Augus t  16 ,  1985 .  The re  we re  no  p rob lems  no ted  i n  t he  1og
book .

UMC 817 .52  Su r face  and  Groundw j r t e r  Mon i t o r i ng

The  ope ra to r  has  a  NPDES pe rm i t  / tUT -OO276LZ  da ted  March  23 ,  L982
wh i ch  w i l l  exp i r e  December  7L ,  1986 .  Su r face  wa te r  mon i t o r i ng  da ta
was  ava i l ab le  t h rough  Ju l y  18 ,  1985 .  The re  t l l e re  no  appa ren t
p rob lems  w i t h  t he  mon i t o r i ng  da ta  wh i ch  t ve re  rev i ewed .

UMC 8L7 .95  A i r  Resou rces  P ro tec t i on

The  ope ra to r  seems  to  be  do ing  a  be t t e r  j ob  o f  con t ro l l i ng  f ug i t i ve
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dus t  on  the  hau l  road  s j -nce  the  p rob lem was  f i r s t  d i scussed  w i th
them in  March  1985 .  However ,  I  d id  po in t  ou t  to  bo th  Mr .  Owen and
Mr .  Coonrod  tha t  they  a lso  need  to  con t ro l  fug i t i ve  dus t  in  o ther
ae t i ve  a reas  such  as  the  coa l  s tockp i le  padr  c rusher  pad  and  sca le
house  a rea .

UMC 817 . I50- .176  Roads

The f i r s t  c ross  cu lve r t  fo r  the  C lass  I1  road  down f rom the  por ta l
pad  (C lU)  needed  to  be  ma in ta ined .  In  o rder  to  a t tach  the  f tex ib le
downspou t  to  the  cu lve r t  ou t le t  the  opera to r  had  sp11 t  the  down spou  t
and  f i t ted  i t  over  the  end  o f  the  cu lve r t .  The  sp l i t  i n  the
downspout  has  a lLowed runof f  to  leak  f rom the  downspout  and s tax t
fo rm ing  a  r i l l  on  the  f i l l  s1ope .  In  add i t i on ,  the  ou t le t  o f  the
c lov{nspout  needs  to  be  ex tended fu r ther  down s lope to  an  area  wh ich
is  be t te r  p ro tec ted  f rom eros lon .  These  two  po in ts  were  d iscussed
wi th  Mr .  Coonrod dur ing  our  August  22 ,  1985 te lephone conversa t ion .

I C

ce :  Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  OSM
MeL Coonrod ,  C  o -Op
Joe  He l fx i ch ,  DOGM
Ken May ,  DOGM

Sta t i s t i cs :  See  Co-0p  Min ing  Company ,  T ra i I  Canyon  Mine  memo da ted
September  10 ,  1985
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